












Liqhtinq 
Huge portlights and numerous 

flush hatches make the saloon 

among the brightest you'll find 

Four carpets, three fioorings, 

four joinery and 30 upholstery 

choices offer nearly 1,500 options 

standard set up, you also lose, and it 
boils down to personal preference. 

Under power she was utterly 
predictable and extremely well­
behaved. The 53hp Volvo Penta had 
more than enough grunt to shove her 
along with minimum fuss and very 
little racket to boot. There are bow­
thrusters, which I am sure would 
be a boon in a strong crosswind, 
particularly when you take into 
account those high topsides, but in 
the light airs we encountered they 
were not even vaguely necessary. 

r 
Head below down very thoughtfully 
angled companionway steps, and the 
iiber-modern theme continues. There 
is no compromise here - you'll either 
like it or you won't. The ambience 
put me in mind of an extremely 
plush hotel room and the huge 
U-shaped seating area around the 
saloon table with its great mounds 
of soft furnishings just begged to 
be jumped on. I resisted, for fear 
that the representative from Hanse 
who was helping me to test the boat 
might think I was a little bit strange. 

Yet the most striking feature was 
the staggering amount of light that 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

Hanse has managed to flood through 
the yacht. A pair of huge skylights 
in the main saloon would suffice 
for most, but then there are also the 
massive rectangular portlights set 
amidships and clever positioning 
of mirrors doubles the light, which 
simply pours in and shows off 
those clean, modern furnishings to 
perfection. I can honestly say I have 
never been aboard a yacht this light. 

It also feels absurdly roomy down 
here and that theme continues when 
you head forward into the master 
cabin, which is positively palatial. 
You could fit two doubles into this 
space, which is fortunate, because 
that is one of the configurations 
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available. An unusual feature is the 
separate shower room, which is 
situated to starboard with the heads 
to port. This is a nice touch and frees 
up the heads. Again, two skylights 
provide huge amounts of light. 
Inevitably the two aft cabins are less 
regal. Nevertheless, they were still far 
roomier and lighter than the average. 

The galley is set to starboard and 
comes with a number of optional 
finishes, but the main factor is that 
it is very sensibly laid out with 
plenty of places to brace yourself 
against and everything nicely to 
hand. Plus, without wishing to 
sound high maintenance, I always 
like to have both an upright and 
a chest fridge just for ultimate 
convenience. Hanse has obliged. + 
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