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Here’s one open boat that’s
certain to be a head-turner
wherever she goes.
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A5 EXCLUSIVE | FJORD 40 OPEN

longside the dictionary definition of the word unconventional,
one might rightly expect to find an image of the Fjord 40.
Quite simply, she looks like no other 40Hooter around. Her
styling is about the boldest I've ever seen in a waterborne craft,
rivaling the over-the-top Wally Tender for imaginative pizzazz.

And for good reason, it turns out: Both projects were developed by

Patrick Banfield and Allseas Design.

About a week before the Miami International Boat Show, I got an e-
mail asking me to fly down a day early to test the first Fjord 40 in the
United States. T called Alex Harrison of Hanse Yachts, sales rep for the
Fjord 40, who told me the boat would be docked at the Sea Isle Marina.
Now, bear in mind, this marina is big, and there are hundreds of boats
there during the show. But Harrison assured me I'd have no trouble
finding the Fjord 40. He was right.

3 With her nearly plumb bow and massive freeboard, she sits in stark
contrast to the curvaceous, sweeping contours so prevalent on yachts
today. Powerful yet minimalist, her styling commands attention. Some
may love it, others will not, but all will take notice. With such clean, sim-

FJORD 40 OPEN

BASE PRICE | $541,000 Length overall: 39'4"
STANDARD POWER | 2/300+p Volvo Penta Beam: 13'1"

IPS400 drives Draft: 3'6"

OPTIONAL POWER | 2,/370hp Volvo Penfo Weight (dry): 16,750 lbs.
IPS500 or 2,/435+hp Volvo Penta IPS600 drives  Fuel capacity: 265 gal.
SPECIFICATIONS | Water capacity: 80 gal. >>>
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she performed.

mph. Volvo Penta’s patented QL trim control s

ly managed the modest bow rise in the midrange.

ple surfaces above her waterline, it seemed to me that
she’d been designed with as much attention to aero-

dynamics as to hydrodynamics. I couldn’t wait to see how

The preceding two days had seen winds and thunder-
storms pelting South Florida, but we caught a short break
in the weather in which to test the 40 in the sheltered con-
fines of Government Cut. From a standing start, the twin
375-hp Volvo Penta IPS drives delivered an impressive hole
shot, effortlessly kicking the trim, 16,700-pound hull onto
plane. Acceleration remained strong as the engines spun
up to their rated rpm and my radar gun climbed past 42

“Gear Onboard: Volvo Penta Interceptors,” this story) easi-

Eyeballing the next wave of storm clouds moving in
from the west, we decided there was time for a quick run
through the inlet to see how the Fjord 40 performed in a
seaway. It proved to be a drenching decision, but not be-
cause of rain. Lumpy seas of six feet and more had stacked
up inside the inlet, and it seemed like most of the larger
waves were looking for a joyride in the cockpit of the Fjord
40. The boat handled nicely, but by the time we cleared

the inlet, we were soaked
from head to toe. To be
fair, few other boats our

size were even running

the inlet that day, but I
have to think that the
bluff bow and virtual ab-
sence of flair made the
trip wetter than it might
have otherwise been.
Though we’d been
doused, the return run
back through the inlet re-
kindled our spirits. It was
an exhilarating ride, leap-
ing from crest to crest
across the waves at 25 knots and more, with no seas com-
ing aboard. The hull form and the IPS drives teamed up ;
to deliver a feeling of complete control; no matter if seas
were on the bow, abeam, or from astern, the 40 tracked

}
with certitude even in seriously sloppy conditions. f

We arrived back at the marina just as the next line of
squalls pushed through. Fortunately the IPS drives and i
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C & D >> The settee back drops
down to form a comfy sleeping spot
for wee ones or the family pooch.

B >> Top-of-the line fixtures add
class to the Fjord’s compact head.

joystick control made it simple to thread our way through
the maze of floating docks and back easily into our slip
moments before the rain hit. Wet as I already was, I was
nonetheless grateful for the shelter offered by the sleck
hardtop; with the cloth filler snapped in between the
front edge of the T-top and the top edge of the wind-
shield, we waited out the deluge in comfort.

The wait gave me a chance to take a closer look at the
windshield: a high-tech-looking, curved acrylic panel sup-
ported by stout angled posts on either side. A gap of
about an inch along the bottom edge allows fresh air to
enter the helm area while keeping rain water out. That's
a nice touch, but on the down side, there's no structural
frame across the top of the windscreen, presumably to
keep the clean, stylish look. As a result the windscreen
noticeably flexes if you grab it (as one might do in heavy
seas), a marked contrast to the solid feel of everything
else on the boat.

A day later, when the rain abated, I had another
chance to go aboard the Fjord 40 and to admire her fea-
tures in a whole new light. As I studied the handsome
teak decking on the aft deck, swim platform, side decks,
and foredeck, Harrison pointed out that it was vacuum-

bagged to the decks, leaving no holes for water intrusion

A >> Opening ports overhead and
in the deckhouse sides make the
stateroom both airy and bright.
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OUR NUMBERS >>>

MPH (kNOTS) GPH PG (NMPG) SM RANGE NI RANGE DECBELS  TRIM (DEGREES)

5 T8°F; humidity: 95%; wind: 10-15 mph; seas: 0"1'; load: 250 gol. fuel, 75 gal. water, 3 peaple, 75 Ibs. gear. Speeds ore
mwy averages measured w/ Stalker rodar gun. GPH token from Yolvo Penta elecronic control madule. Range: 90% of adverfised fuel
capucity. Decibels measured on A scale. 65 dB is the level of normal conversation.

e —
STANDARD any interior; electric PROPS: Volvo Penta  plotter/GPS, ST8002
EQUIPMENT: flush MSD and ceramic 5 Nibral Alloy autopilot, 240 VHF:
teak planking on surfoce-mounted sink ~ STEERING: Volvo AM/FM stereo/CD/
swim platform, oft in head; aft-deck shower Penta electronic MP3,/DVD system;
deck, side decks, TEST ENGINES: CONTROLS: Volvo canopy enclosure f
and foredeck; teak cop- ~ 2/370-hp Volvo Penta  Pento electronic or helm; anchor
rail; bimini hardiopw/  IPS500 drives OPTIONAL windlass remote confrol;
acrylic panels; cockpit ~ TRANSMISSIONS/  EQUIPMENT ON extre-battery package
toble and benchseats;  RATIO: Volvo Penta TEST BOAT: PRICE AS TESTED:
on-deck galley; mohog-  IPS/1.94:] Roymarine E120 $639,000

\rets ot Hhe windscraens bottom provide Fend
even vhen the cockpit side curfains ore in P

on-deck galley area all the more ap

pealing. Located just forward of the di

nette (and abaft the helm area), the gl

or bungs that might need to be replaced. The aft deck is
dominated by a substantial drop-leaf, hi-lo table and a pair
of facing settees that can accommodate up to eight guests.
The seatbacks are reversible, so both settees can face ei-
ther forward or aft; for dining, they can both face the table
between them. With the table lowered, the whole shebang
converts to a sunpad that’s about seven feet long and eight
feet wide. And if that isn’t enough, the deck beneath lifts
on hydraulic rams, offering open access to the remarkably
uncluttered engine room below. Unfortunately there’s no
ladder down to the engine room, making for an awkward
climb into and out of the space, especially if the motors
are too hot to touch.

Speaking of hot, the bright, warm Florida sun made the

ley sports a stainless steel sink and a two-burner cookop
fucled by diesel (see “Spotlight On: Wallas Stove,” this
story) rather than propane or electricity, so there's no
need to have a genset or a second fuel source for cooking,
Beneath the sink is a teak drawer for bottle stowage, while
under the cooktop a stack of teak drawers with adjustable
pegs securely stows dishes and glasses of varying sizes.
Clever, but what really caught my eye was the magnetic clo
sure on each drawer; push it almost closed and a magnetic
piston pulls it tight, ensuring a soft but secure closure
every time.

With all the open deck space on the Fjord 40, I had no
great expectations for the lower deck area, and was there-

fore not too disappointed when I went below. To portisa

modest but nicely appointed head with wet

SEOTEIET 0 [ \Wallas Stove

shower, while on the starboard side there’s

f you want to cook aboard, you gen- a small settee and a berth for wee ones.
£}

erally have two choices. On boats
with a genset, electric cooktops are
customary, while those without a
genset usually carry some other fuel
for cooking: propane or alcohol in
tanks or maybe charcoal for a grill.
But if your boat burns diesel fuel,
you can use the Wallas stove, which
has a ceramic surface like an electric
cooktop and is fueled by the same
diesel your engines use. Flush-
mounted and vented, it can also be
fitted with a lid that transforms it into
a forced-air heating unit. —G.L.P.
| Scan Marine Equipment & (206)
285 3675. www.wallas.fi.

The main berth is in the bow, flanked hy
stowage lockers but no hanging locker.
But hey, she was not designed as a cruis
ing yacht. She’s a dayboat, and a real classy
one at that. She’s also fast, well built, and a
great performer. But maybe best of all,
wherever she goes, she’ll turn heads. @
Hanse Yachts US & (410) 626-1493

www. powerandmotoryacht.com/fjord/.

How does this boat stack wp against others?
Log on to www.powerandmotoryachl.com
and click the “Compare” tab on its photo
under Featured Boat Tests.
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f The Fiore Ho's Facing seTtees § 7 CocoNUT GROVE FL
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JORD 40 OPEN
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YOLYO RETEA NITEHBEFTUHD 55

Conventional trim tabs use
relatively large flaps de-
flected by hydraulic rams
on the transom to produce
lift forces that can control
trim and heel when a boat
is underway. Volvo Penta
has taken a different ap-
proach, adopting a patented system that uses intercep-
tors rather than flaps to control the hull’s attitude.
What's an interceptor? It's a relatively thin blade (about
12 to 18 inches wide) mounted in a composite housing
and attached to the transom base. When the blade is
extended downward, perpendicular to the flow of water
under the hull, it “intercepts” the water, producing a lift
force much like a trim tab but with less induced drag
because it's much smaller (typically protruding only an
inch or s0). And because it's smaller, it reacts faster and
is therefore more responsive. —G.LP
QL Marine www.qlmarine.com.
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TIME (Seconds) << The Violvo Penta IPS drives delivered an impressive hole shot.
Acceleration stayed strong as my radar-gun display passed 42 mph.

* Acceleration based on average of 4 reciprocal runs.
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