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DESIGN COMMENT 
41’ High Performance Cruiser/Racer  

für Dehler Yachts 
 
 
Hauptabmessungen: 
 
LOA 12,40 m Mainsail 54,5 m² 
CWL 11,00 m 100% Foresail triangle 41,0 m² 
Beam 3,90 m   
Draft 1,90/2,40 m   
Displ. (light) ca. 8,00 t   
Ballast ca. 3,00 t   
 
 
Designing a new Dehler in the so popular 40ft. size range was a very demanding challenge for us. 
We did the very successful Dehler 38, later 39 more than 10 years ago and it was the task, to 
improve on all aspects. 
 
The new 41, as its predecessor, needs to be a really good compromise between the racing sailers 
demands and those of the cruising sailors. A combination, that is claimed to be achieved by many, 
but that in fact is not met at all by most of them. 
 
The boat was designed with the ORC as well as the IRC rule in mind and was optimized for both 
rules, as far as this is possible. The size and speed potential was very careful selected, to allow the 
boat to stay ahead of ist direct competitors, allowing to get clear air on the first beat. 
 
After the selection of the proper size, the hull and its appendages have been optimized by our VPP 
and CFD-Codes (Computational-Fluid-Dynamics) with several testruns vs. the ORC-VPP. Sail 
area, stability, hull shape etc. have been tested in quite a number of variations and different shape 
concepts to fine tune the final design. 
The final result is a boat with moderate beam, a little topside flair and U-shaped sections. The 
racing keel is of the nowadays common T-shape, whereas the cruising keel with its lower draft is L-
shaped. With the lower cruising draft, this type of keel provides much better upwind performance. 
 
The 9/10 fractional rig comes with two swept back spreaders, no runners and non overlapping 
headsails of appr. 106%. For racing, a carbon mast is recommended. 
 
Deck- and cockpitlayout are designed to allow for a huge working area for the racing crew and also 
to provide a big living area while cruising. The cockpit comes in two version, a simple and light 
open transom version for racing and a closed cockpit with integrated transom-/bathing platform for 
cruising. 
 
The interior layout is very similar to the popular Dehler 39, but despite the more racy hullshape and 
the big cockpit, it offers some more interior volume and space. 
The interior will come in typical dehler style, with nice and high quality wooden furniture, clever 
detail solutions and a noble touch. 
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