Sailing the Dehler 34 makes Sam Jefferson wonder why there
aren't more small cruiser-racers on the market
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hen I was
younger I
always said
to myself that
the older me
would own a
Sigma 33. I know, I know I should
have been aiming for a Swan 65 or
something, but I'm a modest man
with an awful lot to be modest about.
Tue Sigma 33 therefore made a lot
of sense. lt was modestly quick,
modestly good looking, modest but
comfortable down below and could
take you across an ocean or across
the Solent - whichever was your
wont. Tue problem is that now - like
·me, in fact - ifs getting a bit old and
tired. Tue other problem is that if you
cast around for a modern equivalent,
there isn't much there. Did I say isrit?
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I meant wasrit, because I couldrit
help but feel that the new Dehler 34
ticked an awful lot of the same boxes.
Here we have a spanking new 34ft
cruiser/racer fresh offJudel/Vrolijk's
drawing board and let's get to the first
and for me most important thing she's good looking. Thafs important to
me because when I go to see my pride
and joy, I want her to cheer me up just
by looking pretty. And the 34 does.

Curved derriere

She has appreciably lower freeboard
than the equivalent-sized Hanse or
Bavaria and I have always respected
Judel/Vrolijk's reluctance to whack
a chine or two aft just for the hell
of it. I mean, which do you prefer:
an angled or a curved backside?
For me, a soft turn to the bilge is

ABOVE
Tue 34 is a seductive
mix of sporty lines and
pleasing performance

far more alluring. Combine that
with an aggressive plumb bow,
transom with almost no rake and a
sleek, low coachroof and you have a
thoroughly stylish little yacht. She's
also strongly built with a solid hull/
deck joint and carbon reinforcement.
She is without question a cruiser/
racer, so shes a little lighter than a
pure cruiser at 5.4t to 5.8t (depending
on which options you choose),
features a keel-stepped rig of decent
proportions and comes with the
choice of either a deep, T-shaped
keel with a bulb or a choice of two
L-shap ed keels of different depths.
Tue 34 is the baby of a range of
Dehlers that includes the-42 and the
46. Having already tested the 46,
there was a great sense of familiarity
when I stepped aboard. This was

